April 4, 1949

Edltor

Aviation Weck

115 Matioral Press Bullding
fragshington 4, D.C.

Dear 8ir:

we noted with lnterest your article in Aviatlon VWeek regarding
the Navion=Bonanza take=off contest., In this same perspective, we,
too, had a friendly contest with the Beech distributor whose opser=-
ation lg next door to our own. We, of course, are the Navion
distributor., We had heard earlier of the success of the Navion im
the albuquerque contest and in a joking way reported it to our
reech distributor. He immediately challenged us and we arranged
the take~off contest on the Municipal Alrport here in Dayton.

Tlags were placed alongz the runway and representatives of
both airplanes witnessed the ocontest. 1In three separate take-offs
the lavion was able to defeat The Bonanza by approximately 5LHO
feets, The hest Navion take=off was 210 feet and the best Lonanza
take=off was 260 feet. The contestants used a atanding start and
the %tower reported no wind during the time of the contest,

Althouzh we were able Lo come out on top in this partilcular
instence, we would like Lo state that, win or lose , contests of
this nature motivated by good frlendly competition represents
the type of competitive spiriit which will produce hetter results
in future alrcraft sales,

Very truly yours,

SOUTHERK OHIO AVIATION CO,

Jamea P, Hobstether
JPR/F] President



